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This ‘Ways of Giving’ section of ������� �������  is typically 
devoted to highlighting the myriad ways in which Conservancy 
members can support our mission with their pocket books. The 
financial support of our members and sponsors is very much 
appreciated, and allows the Conservancy’s mission to unfold in 
ever new and effective ways. But there is more to giving than 
merely financial—our actions in the local community are very 
important components of the work we do to “preserve, protect 
and enhance the Lagoon and it’s watershed.”

‘Think Globally, Act Locally’. This mantra has been around for 
decades, yet it’s message is more significant today than ever. With 
a renewed focus on global climate change, ‘localization’ means 
acting locally...

Choosing where we shop is a way to take 
local action. By supporting businesses 
which utilize locally produced materials, 
we are thinking globally. The Conservancy’s 
neighbors in Cardiff Town Center, Rimel’s 
Rotisserie and Zenbu Sushi, have built a loyal 

clientele by providing local sustainably produced foods. Owner 
Matt Rimel, and his business partner Thad Benshoof, procure 
local fish by partnering with fishing boats through their ‘Ocean 
Giant’ company. As their web site proudly proclaims, ‘’Driven by 
the concept of oceanic and environmental sustainability, Zenbu 
relies on its own seafood company to provide fresh fish daily... 
and offers locally-raised all natural grass-fed beef.” Their beef 
is produced locally by business partner Joel Mendenhall on a 
ranch on Palomar Mountain. As Thad told this reporter, “These 
buying practices keep the dollars in companies/families that use 
sustainable practices, and this helps sustain the local economy.”

We can make a statement when we purchase our groceries, too. 
The proliferation of local farmer’s markets in Leucadia, San Marcos   
(pictured), Encinitas, Solana Beach and other communities, has 
brought fun and community back into the process of putting 
food on the table at home—all the while supporting local growers 
and producers of food.

How we spend our leisure time is a way to take action locally. 
Dozens of citizens volunteer at our 3rd Saturday restoration 
events each month, giving back to the Lagoon in fun and 
rejuvenating ways. Through their efforts we are able to manage 
harmful invasive plants, remove toxic trash, plant native species 
of trees and plants, and remove structures which are harmful to 
the natural systems of the Lagoon. 

Pictured are some of the more than 70 volunteers who worked on 
a fuels management project in January, using protocols developed 
by the Conservancy, and designed to reduce impacts to the habitat 
while providing fire safety to the homes there.

We take our message to the streets—street fairs to be exact! 
Conservancy staff and volunteers frequent numerous community 
fairs, festivals, and gatherings every year, bringing our message 
of local engagement to address global problems. The recent 
‘Founder’s Day’ event at Cabrillo National Monument is just one 
example. Below, then Conservancy board member Andy Mauro 
talks about avian nesting behaviors with some inquisitive visitors.

So what will you do 
tomorrow in your 
community? 
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San Elijo Lagoon CONSERVANCY
Preserving, protecting and enhancing the San Elijo Lagoon Ecological Reserve and its watershed
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Go Green!

Conserve precious resources 
by opting for e-delivery of 
Lagoon Tidings. Same great 
news, less paper.

Simply send an email to 
newsletter@SanElijo.org with 
‘Subscribe’ in the subject line 
and your mailing address in the 
message. You will then receive 
all future editions of Lagoon 
Tidings paperless delivered 
directly to your inbox, wherever 
you are!

Thanks for helping save paper!

For information on sponsoring upcoming issues, please contact Geoffrey Smith at (760) 436-3944 or geoffrey@SanElijo.org. 

ACS Habitat Management is recognized as one of the leading 
wildland invasive non-native species control and habitat 
restoration companies in the southwestern United States 
having performed wildland weed control since 1980.

Proud Supporter of
San Elijo Lagoon Conservancy
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